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What sets this “Dairy Farm of Distinction” apart 
from the others? Innovation and a dream for 
parents Raymond and Linda Vander Wey of 

Ferrisburgh.  When Raymond came to America from the 
Netherlands with his parents in 1954, he “never thought” 
that his dream of the dairy farm would emerge into what 
this beautiful family operation is today. He farmed in New 
Jersey with his parents, met and married the love of his 
life Linda, had three of his five children, and eventually in 
1976 purchased the current dairy farm in Ferrisburgh. It’s 
Addison County’s  “Nea-Tocht” Farm in Ferrisburgh, Dutch 
for “never thought”.  
 Today, almost forty years later, Raymond and Linda and 
their five children and their families, will share their story, 
their struggles, their successes and their beautiful farm with 
their neighbors for Vermont’s first “Breakfast on the Farm” 

celebration on Saturday August 22.  Sponsored and coor-
dinated by the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, the event 
is designed as an educational effort with the delicious and 
nutritious addition of breakfast.  “I’m not sure how this is 
going to work,” Raymond smiled. “But we couldn’t say no 
to Louise,” referring to the project’s leader, Louise Water-
man of the agency.
 The Nea-Tocht Farm is a family farm, supporting multiple 
families and involving several generations in work at the 
dairy. There is no question that Raymond and Linda are 
honored by their children. The sparkle in Linda’s eyes as 
she tells the story of starting her family in America speaks 
volumes about their love of the farm life they live. “I was 
on vacation here when I met Raymond. Then I had to 
go back to the Netherlands for my visa,”she said. Ferris-
burgh was and still is, a place where farm families from the 

Left to right: Witty signs decorate the office. Brothers Sid and Howard actively work on 
the farm. The sign in front of the free stall barn. Patriarch Raymond Vander Wey always 
dreamed of a family dairy farm. 

The Vander Weys of Nea-Tocht Farm  
A Family of Distinction bby Tim Buskey
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Netherlands have settled for years. “We all go to the same 
church”, she said, “and we feel that we’re more at home 
here.” Their five grown children, Wilma, John, Howard, 
Jennie, and Sid are all either on the farm working, or living 
close by.  
 “They were all interested in farming growing up,” 
Raymond said, “and they all continued here except for 
Wilma, who is now a school teacher”.  
 And so, what began as a 60 cow dairy in New Jersey 
and then 275 acres in Ferrisburgh, has grown substantially 
to the present 800 acre dairy operation with 500 cows in 
a free stall barn off Route Seven just north of Vergennes. 

The farm has won many milk quality awards over the years 
and was honored with the 2000 Dairy Farm of the Year 
award at the Vermont Farm Show, then in Barre, Vermont.  
The children on the farm participate in “about everything” 
according to Sid Vander Wey, and the grandchildren 
have begun to help with regular duties as well. As they  
finished school and came back to the farm, each has 
taken more and more responsibility for their part of the 
operation.  
 The most recent innovation on the farm is the addi-
tion of a large wind turbine to produce electricity for the 
farm and the grid. “There is obviously a lot of wind here,” 

Early evening at Nea-Tocht Farm. There are 250  cows in the free stall barn with a nice view of the Adirondacks. Holsteins in the barn. All are milked by robotic  
milkers which allows the farm to be totally family run. Linda Vander Wey. 
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said Sid, so we thought this might work well for us.  Raymond tells the story of Green 
Mountain Power coming to the Vander Weys just as they were considering solar pan-
els as a way to provide some of the farms energy needs. Sid was checking out the 
solar systems at the farm show and looking at putting solar panels on the roof of the 
barns.  “I thought it might work well,” said Sid, “and I really didn’t like looking at land 
mounted panels.” “Before long, Green Mountain Power came to us and explained 
that their next windmill project that was to have been built at the St. Johnsbury 
Correctional Center was not going to work,” continued Sid, “and they asked us to 
consider the turbine here.” Raymond smiled. “It’s our heritage,” he said, “coming 
from the Netherlands, where we always used windmills for pumping water or milling 
grain.” The Vander Weys are proud of their new system, which is anticipated to save 
more than $2000 a year on energy costs and produce more than 155,000 kilowatts a 
year, equal to the amount of electricity used by 25 homes. The new system has been 
running for a couple of months, so no accurate statistics are available as yet. Green 
Mountain Power is still in the testing stage, running computer models and measuring 
the wind generation at the farm. This turbine is the third for Green Mountain Power 
with all three in Addison County. The utility's first community-scale turbine was in-
stalled at Northlands Job Corps in Vergennes in 2011. The second was at Blue Spruce 
Farm in Bridport in 2013, also the first Vermont farm to put power from cow manure 

Howard's daughter Mikayla with her puppy. Howie and Howard in the calf barn. Sid's son 4-year-old Greyson running towards the farm. 

Early evening view of Nea-Tocht Farm. A view of the farm with the windmill from the back entrance. As Raymond says, "It's our heritage." 
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SMART MOVE.
True to the original tractors popular in the 1960s, WORKMASTER™ tractors from 
New Holland are built tough to handle a wide variety of chores. From mowing to 
loading to baling, WORKMASTER 45 and WORKMASTER 55 tractors save you 
time with their versatility and easy operation – that’s SMART. The features that 
were important 50 years ago are still important now:

•  Rugged: cast iron axles and big 
lift capacity

•  Dependable: proven 4-cylinder engines

•  Simple: 8 x 8 synchronized 
transmission with shuttle

•  Affordable: lots of value and an 
economical price
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on the grid.  
 Other innovations on this dairy include their Lely Milking Ro-
bots, installed in April 2011. “We solved our hired help problems”, 
said Raymond, “and now this is all family running the farm year 
round.” As with many farms in the county, few workers want to 
work the long hours and physical labor on dairy farms. It is harder 
and harder to find good employees that are willing to do the 
work with animals. “Now we have that problem solved,”said 
Raymond, so they have begun to expand slowly, starting with 
four robots and now moving to five. A smaller robot moves up 
and down the feed bunks fluffing up and pushing feed toward 
the cows so that they can easily reach and consume the grain.   
  “We weren’t the first to install robots for milking,” said Sid. 

Howard's daughter Mikayla with her puppy. Howie and Howard in the calf barn. Sid's son 4-year-old Greyson running towards the farm. 

Raymond on a 4-wheeler trying to catch up with granddaughter 
Mikalyla. 

Early evening view of Nea-Tocht Farm. A view of the farm with the windmill from the back entrance. As Raymond says, "It's our heritage." 
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“Several other farms did it before us, but we are glad to have done it.” One 
of Sid’s specialties is robot maintenance, a job he seems to enjoy. Howard 
and his son Howie spend time with the young stock and the whole family 
seems to work well with planning and innovation. As holders of a “Medium 
Farm Operation” permit from the state of Vermont, the farm has an intricate, 
scientific nutrient management plan, follows the state’s accepted agricul-
tural practices and the best management plans. “We do our part to assure 
a high quality product and practices that benefit the soils and sustain the 
future for Vermont’s agriculture,” said Sid.
 Howard Vander Wey has been working on a project to recycle the plastic 
used on the farm for wrapping bales of hay and covering their feed bunks.  
The new pilot program allows farmers to drop off clean and dry used plastic 
for recycling to turn it into different products in the marketplace, instead of 
just throwing the material into landfills. Howard feels that there will be some 
money saving involved here, since the farm has paid for the plastic material 
to use, and paid for it to be thrown away in the past.  
 Raymond and Linda have a lot to be proud of. “We’ve built it up over the 
years.” He smiled. “And now we’ll show it to our neighbors.” The August 22 
open farm will feature educational stations in different areas of the farm, 
which will give non farmers a peek into the operation not normally seen by 
the general public. From the cost of a tractor, to the need for robotics and 
the sound of a wind turbine, the “Breakfast on the Farm” event will be fun 
for the whole family and an educational experience that is unmatched. The 
Vander Wey family “never thought” that their beautiful farm in Ferrisburgh 
would be chosen for this honor. ■  

The Vander Wey family: Howie, Howard, Mikayla, Linda, Raymond, Jennifer, Holland, Sid and Greyson. Holsteins and a peacock who arrived three years ago 
and set up home in the barn.   


