
 
Friday Janury 31, 2014 – Bill Moore, Legislative Director/County Organizer 
 
***Please attend the Addison County Farm Bureau Legislative Breakfast 
Monday February 3rd at the Bridport Grange Hall.  Breakfast begins at 7:00 
with speakers and questions from 7:30 – 8:45.  
 
We Have A Farm Bill!  
As you probably already know, a 5 year Farm Bill appears ready to pass and be signed 
by the President within the week, according to Representative Peter Welch.  The 
congressman held a press conference at the Vermont Farm show.  The mood was 
suitably jubilant and the announcement, along with stronger milk prices, fed a festive 
mood at the Annual Dairy Council banquet Thursday.  
 
Earlier in the week Vermont Farm Bureau Adminiatrtor Chris O’Keefe and I 
attended the Vermont Maple Sugar Makers Association lunch and meeting.  
Chairman Jacques Couture presided along with Executive Director Matthew 
Gordon. Couture is stepping down as Chair and Sam Cutting IV has taken the helm 
again.  Visit them at http://vermontmaple.org/. 
 
Ginny Wheeler, Chris O’Keefe, Beth O’Keefe and a host of Farm Bureau regulars 
staffed a great booth space, greeting weary travelers with free water and 
conversation.  Great job guys!  Congratultaions also go to the House Agriculture 
Committee on successfully defending their title in the annual Farm Show Capitol 
Cook- Off!  It is not milking but it sure was fun. 
 

Public Hearing ALERT! 
The House Agriculture Committee will begin a series of public hearings on H.586 
the House Fish, Wildlife & Water Resources Committee’s Water Quality bill 
Beginning in Bridport and St. Albans Thursday February 6th, the committee will hold 
hearings on the road followed by a larger hearing in the statehouse chamber 
Thursday February 13 from 6:00 to 8:00 PM.  Next weeks road meeting are: 
*Bridport town Masonic Hall (52 Crown Point Road) from 9:30 AM until 11:30 AM. 
*St. Albans Historical Society and Museum in St. Albans (corner of Church and 
Bishop Streets) from 2:00 to 4:00. 
 
As I wrote last week, the bill may unfairly burden farms versus other non-point 
sources under the federal TMDL.  The livestock exclusions are very restrictive.  
Although they allow a fairly long time frame for implementation requirements 
(2019), we would like to see some changes there.  The funding of the entire bill and 



specifically assistance under the livestock exclusion sections will be a tougher battle 
still.  We have expressed concern over requirements that livestock owners first 
enroll in federal NRCS programs like EQIP and WHIP BEFORE eligibility for state 
assistance can be accessed!  As this funding runs out in 2019, any lack of funds or 
delays in NRCS could threaten eligibility for state funds under the current language.  
We suggest de-linking the two funding sources but encouraging participation on a 
case-by-case basis by Ag agency staff. 
Full Press Release suitable for use as a flier or handout at your meetings - 
http://leg.state.vt.us/misc/pressreleases/Jan28HAgPressRelease.pdf 
 
 
Under the golden dome we heard from a supportive and sizable crowd Tuesday 
evening on H.329,  specifically an amended version drafted by the Senate 
Agriculture Committee under Chairman Bobby Starr.  Committee members and 
Senator Richard Westman (R-Lamoille) heard from citizens on the new approach 
which replaced the three-tiered penalty remedy with a simpler bill clarifying valuations 
of farm buildings such as methane digesters and offering clarity on appraisals for 
withdrawn parcels under the Land Use Change Tax (LUCT). The bill also allows for 
a floating designation of a two acre parcel at fair market value which when developed 
would then be subject to the LUCT without confusing agreement amendments and 
added penalties.  Only the LUCT would have to be paid to maintain Use Value 
Appraisal contracts.  The bill also attempts to clarify Manure Storage System appraisals 
as well as addressing agricultural compliance standards by rules drafted by the 
Commissioner of Taxes in consultation with the Ag Secretary. Another provision asks 
for the Secretary of Natural Resources and Commissioner of Forest, Parks & 
Recreation to report as to the need for additional county foresters to oversee 
compliance with forestry plans.  Please review the proposal as we will need to respond 
as it moves forward.  See it at: http://www.leg.state.vt.us/misc/H-
329SenAgStrikeAll.pdf.  
 
Wednesday morning at the House Agriculture Committee following testimony on 
changes to veterinary dentistry rules, Vermont Agriculture & Forest Products 
Development Board Chairman Lynn Coale offered an annual report to the 
members.  Following the first year of grant/loan determinations by the Working Lands 
Enterprise Board, Coale is optimistic about the VAFPDB role in understanding and 
troubleshooting in this important and growing area of Vermont’s economy.  He 
expressed confidence that the two groups are complementary  to working landscape 
issues and goals.  Committee members asked as to the needs , turnover and future 
role of the group.  Steady as she goes sums up the discussion. VFB members should 
consider voicing your concerns to members of the board.  They can be reached at 
working.lands@state.vt.us. 
 
Update on Lake Shorelines Bill H.526.  As of end of business Thursday, the bill has 
been visited by Senate Finance regarding the fees sections and appears headed for 
Senate passage shortly.  A conference committee will be appointed.  Assurances of 
Agricultural and Forestry exemption language was confirmed with Ag Agency staff late 
yesterday.  We continue to oppose the bill in it’s entirety as a statewide zoning law. 


