
 
Under the Golden Dome Feb 16, 2015  

 
Legislative Alert: Alert your legislators to your opposition to the worst elements of H.35 
explain our simple, positive proposal to engage farmers in the solutions needed and 
urge caution against sweeping changes to the enforcement laws. Contact any 
legislator through the Sergeant-At-Arms at (802) 828-2228. 
  
President Clark Hinsdale and Vice President Joe Tisbert met recently with House and 
Senate Agriculture Committee members in a frank discussion of Governor Peter 
Shumlin's budget, the proposals to alter the Current Use Program, and H. 35, the 
omnibus water quality and agricultural enforcement bill. While testimony on the 103 
page bill continues upstairs in the House Fish, Wildlife & Water Resources Committee 
(FW&WR), these Ag committee folks are now debating how the bill would forever 
change agriculture. They will be asked to amend and vote on the bill before it gains 
House approval. In addition, they addressed questions coming from the halls of other 
members. Now is the time to let them know how you feel about specific parts of the bill 
and how best to tackle water quality issues in advance of the TMDL's being negotiated 
with the EPA. Calls and letters to all House members are now needed.   FW&WR 
Chair David Deen has predicted a vote to release their version of the bill on February 
18th, which will allow House Agriculture to formally vote on its proposals. The bill will 
also spend time with the House Ways & Means Committee before needing a final vote 
before "crossover deadline" on February 28th(before Town Meeting). In the coming 
weeks, President Clark Hinsdale will be in Montpelier meeting with Senate leaders and 
Lieutenant Governor Phil Scott to address our positions on the companion bill S. 49 as 
I follow the bill in House Ag. 
  
In House Fish, Wildlife & Water Resources, I testified that the bill is a bridge too far for 
VFB policy. My message was not supportive of this massive re-write of Vermont 
agricultural rules and enforcement. Vermont has for 19 years had excellent water 
quality rules in the form of the Accepted Agricultural Practices and the Best 
Management Practices to address phosphorous and other potential discharges into 
waters of the state.  In that time, no administration of either party has effectively 
implemented their use on the thousands of small farms in our diverse farm and food 
economy.  In recent years, the newer diverse farm and food economy has resulted in 
6,000 to 7,000 smaller farms and farmsteads with no relationship with state regulators. 
That gap between government and these stakeholders must be addressed if farms are 
to continue to be stewards of water quality. Department of Conservation Commissioner 
David Mears said recently that: "the best thing for water quality is a well run farm." We 
agree that a massive, long range system of public education, stakeholder training and 



enforcement is the only way to address farm water quality issues. VFB already hands 
out hundreds of copies of the AAPs at conferences, farm markets and through our 
members. Here are some major points: 
  
- The AAPs and the forestry AMPs are both scheduled for updates and adoption under 
the rulemaking procedure. VFB urges this commence without delay followed by a real 
effort to educate ALL farm and forest landowners in these essential rules to protect 
Vermont waters. 
  
- Limit legislated dictation to the AAP update. All changes to state rules should come 
about as part of the public input process, based on sound science and capable of 
being implemented in real time on real farms in everyday practice. Mandated lists like 
those contained in section 4 of H.35 short circuit the public participation process. 
  
- Support a newer Small Farm Certification along with reasonable training 
requirements for the larger of the small farm operations. Definitions of the category 
should exclude homestead type operators who gain little or no actual income from the 
farm. AAPs still apply to all such farm operations throughout the state. That should 
continue. Defining the SFO category should not be left wholly to the Secretary of the 
Ag Agency. Legislators should attempt to define the category based on size and 
income to assure the most effective impact on water quality and farm viability. 
  
- Keep all enforcement in the Agency of Agriculture, Food & Markets except where 
violators refuse enforcement requirements following appeals. The bill currently 
contains a total re-write of enforcement statutes that will only serve to exacerbate our 
"complaint driven" system, turning it into an adversarial contest under future 
administrations. Our current staff and the Agency Secretary are excellent, but statutes 
need to anticipate that future Governor's and staff can bring change in the culture over 
time. Keep the process collaborative and engaged. 
  
- Farm business economic viability should be the first question asked of every proposal 
before the legislature. As such, a Fiscal Note should be generated on H. 35 at the 
earliest opportunity. Oppose the fertilizer tax and any attempts to use Current Use as a 
general fund revenue source. 
-Support the administration proposal to add several staff to the Agency of Agriculture. It 
is a serious first step to addressing the AAPs as the real solution to making all farms 
part of the real TMDL solution; good farm practice. Encourage legislators to entertain 
only broad based taxes and user fees that cover all stakeholders to fund this 
meaningful first step. 
  
- Encourage the development of a Clean Water Fund or Working Lands Heritage Fund 
to encourage working landscape priorities and develop long term assets to assist the 
improvements needed on farm and forest land based business. 
  
- Reject the inclusion of harsh civil enforcement under the Attorney General's office; 
enforcement should be in the Ag Agency. 
  



- Oppose changing voluntary nature or forestry AMPs; certainly pending the outcome 
of proposed changes already in draft proposed rules this should be reconsidered. 
Contact me anytime at (802) 888-9390 or at wmoore@gmavt.net anytime.  
     


