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'Follow a Farmer' Eases the Burden on
Farmers to Share Their Story
Though Jenne Hull grew up on a dairy farm in Franklin, Vermont, it
wasn't until she went to college that she truly understood the
pressures of farming.
"I saw the financial aid I would get because of how bad milk prices
were," Hull reflected. "It was the first time I saw how much the
farm made and lost each year; it was eye-opening that the dips can
last so long."
She says that's a big reason she started 'Follow a Farmer' in 2019.
Through videos she posts on social media, Hull tells the stories of
Vermont dairy farmers; so they don't have to.
"They're already mechanics, soil experts and invested in so many
other things that pertain to their business," Hull said, "to be told
that you also need to share your story all the time, market what
you're doing, and be transparent...that’s just frustrating, and I
totally get that. The idea of 'Follow a Farmer' is we’ll do it for you.
You don’t need to start anything; there’s already a ton on your
plate, and I want to be an option for you to get your voice heard."
Hull, who moved back to Vermont from Colorado in 2020, was also
motivated by the negativity she saw in the news media about dairy
farmers. She originally set the ambitious goal to show another side
of the story by documenting every dairy farm in Vermont.
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Message From President Tisbert
Changes at Vermont Farm Bureau
The Vermont State legislature is
changing with forty members not
seeking re-election. It is more
important than ever to reach out to
the candidates to speak with the
county about their perspectives on
agriculture.

Hope you have all had a great early
season.
After May being a little wet and not
having excessive heat growing
been a little slower than we would
like. VTFB would like to know how
your season is going please sent
me an update so your voice can be
heard.
The legislative season came to rest
I want to congratulate our team led
by Jackie Folsom with plenty of
help from Bridget Morris and her
team. The daily updates we
received kept us informed. The
team had some great wins and I
look forward to getting together
with all our members this summer
as our resolutions start coming in.
The team is putting together
informational sheets for our
counties to review. Great job from
the whole team.

Nationally we have been watching a
few important issues. AFBF along
with the Pork association have
requested the Supreme Court take
on the California proposition 12.
Proposition 12 gives guidelines for
animal welfare requirements for any
food going into the state. The great
news is the federal government has
signed on to the case. Hopefully it
will encourage the court to take up
the case. WOTUS is being discussed
and is an area of concern for a lot of
farmers and ranchers. Climate
change is always a subject that is
being talked about check. You can
check out what farm bureau is
doing by checking out the Food and
Agricultural Climate Alliance; FB is a
co-founder of this group. The
drought across the Western states
is a big factor, farms all across the
west are cutting production. Labor
is having been and will continue to
be a high priority for FB. There have
been many hold ups getting
employees here to support putting
food on the table. EPA is also taking
up regulation on treated seeds.

The working groups have begun
working on the next farm bill. RMA is
under some scrutiny. With input cost
going have sky rocketed fuel and
fertilizer cost the amount for of pay
outs are insufficient. It is very
important for you to give us your
ideas to improve the bill for you.
Looking ahead, on August 17, 2022,
in Grand Isle County Farm Bureau
will be hosting our summer meeting
and picnic. The staff is putting
together a great program. Let’s
thank Sara Griswold and GICFB for
all the great efforts Like scoop a thon
to support the Vermont Food Bank
and restarting 4 H to the county.
Great work! Please plant to attend
Following the picnic our Young
Farmer group will have a reception
following the meeting.

Follow us on social media to
stay up to date on all things
Vermont Farm Bureau
@VTFarmBureau

@VT_FarmBureau
Scenes from Vermont Breakfast on the Farm on July 16 (see page 7 for more)
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Upcoming Events
Farm to Ballet: July 30th
HOSTED BY

Snaps & Sunflowers
&
Valley Dream Farm
Art on the Farm:
August 27th

Vermont Field Days
Schedule 2022

LAMOILLE COUNTY FIELD DAY: JULY 22-24
POWNAL VALLEY FAIR: TBD
DEERFIELD VALLEY FARMERS DAY: AUGUST 12-14
FRANKLIN COUNTY FIELD DAYS: AUGUST 4-7
ADDISON COUNTY FAIR & FIELD DAY: AUGUST 9-13
VERMONT STATE FAIR: AUGUST 16-20
CALEDONIA COUNTY FAIR: AUGUST 8
BONDVILLE FAIR: AUGUST 26-28
CHAMPLAIN VALLEY FAIR: AUGUST 26 - SEPT. 4
GUILFORD FAIR: SEPT. 5-6
ORLEANS COUNTY FAIR: SEPT. 7-11
THE TUNBRIDGE FAIR: SEPT. 15-182
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Agriculture Hall of Fame Recognizes Jackie Folsom
Jackie has spent nearly the last 40
years truly dedicated to Vermont
agriculture. Her vast involvement
includes all types of farm chores,
ag promotion, advocacy,
education and role modeling.
Her long career holds the trust of
many Vermonters as she worked
tirelessly with farmers and
legislatures in policy development
and reform.

A celebratory luncheon is scheduled
during the Champlain Valley Fair on
Wednesday, August 31, 2022 at
noon.

Thank you for
your service
Jackie!

Kids learning about farming at Vermont Farm Show.

Most know Jackie for her more
recent roles as the manager for
the Vermont Farm Show and
passionate involvement in
Washington County’s Farm
Bureau. Jackie has spent her most
recent years lobbying for the
Vermont Farm Bureau where she
will be greatly missed in her
planned retirement this year.
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Follow a Farmer
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

"With so many farms going out of business, I thought it
would be so cool if there was a video reference that they
could have about how things are right now and the story
of their farm...something that they could point to or hold
onto," Hull said.
One of her favorite projects is about the Wiabels, a dairy
farm family that immigrated from the Swiss Alps to
Berkshire to own and operate Brouillette Farms.
"We sat down with the family photo album and there
was so much to dive into," Hull said with a contagious
sense of excitement and purpose.
Ultimately, Hull realized she couldn't visit every farm
and would need to focus her time and efforts to make
the biggest impact. At the onset, all of her videos were
made as a passion project with her time donated.
In 2020, she received her first grant from Vermont
Breakfast on the Farm to create 'Follow a Farmer'
videos. This year she is working with funding from the
Vermont Dairy Producers Alliance, Vermont Dairy
Promotion Council, and Vermont Farm Bureau.
"A lot of my work is sponsored now and there’s more
flexibility in the sponsorship because everybody has the
same goal; let's rally behind farmers," Hull said.
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Projects in the works for Vermont Farm Bureau include a
video about environmental stewardship with farmers Larry
Gervais of the Gervais Family Farm in Enosburg and Alex
Thibault of Thibault Dairy Farm in Colchester, and another
featuring the farmers of Lamoille County for Lamoille
County Field days.
"I didn’t know a lot of things about farming and I grew up
on a farm…I knew nothing about cover crops. If I can’t
answer those questions then I don’t think people driving
by have any idea either," Hull said of the value she sees in
the videos she's working on.
Hull is also working on a video project with the Vermont
Cattleman's Co-op; a start-up aimed at helping dairy
farmers diversify to create a more cohesive beef industry
in Vermont.
Hull who also works as a teacher will be teaching ag
science, chemistry, and physics at Richford High School
this fall, and says it's her ultimate goal to split her time
equally between teaching and video production.
"If you are a farmer that has something you want to share;
then I could be an avenue for that," Hull said. "I genuinely
want to be a voice for farmers."
Laura Hardie
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FUEL DISCOUNTS FOR
MEMBERS

The Zipline: Shipping Reforms Deliver a
Roadmap for Bipartisan Solutions
A Letter from Farm Bureau President Zippy Duvall

VISIT WWW.VTFB.ORG
FOR UP TO DATE PRICES
PRICING IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE
BASED ON AMERIGAS OPERATIONS

SAVE THE DATE
Summer Farm Bureau Picnic
August 17th
Island Arts Barn
Grand Isle, VT

2022 BOOK OF THE YEAR

HOW TO
GROW A
MONSTER
GET A COPY TODAY AT:
WWW.AGFOUNDATION.ORG

Farmers and ranchers, like many Americans, face
enormous challenges right now. From drought to
inflation and rising input costs to supply chain
bottlenecks. We’ve been asking our elected officials to
step in and get our supply chains moving again. And
they just took a big step to do so. I was honored to be
invited to the White House to represent America’s
farmers and ranchers as President Biden signed the
Ocean Shipping Reform Act into law.
After nearly a year of bipartisan work, these reforms are the first the shipping
industry has seen in almost a quarter of a century. This legislation is a positive
step that should help alleviate the shipping headaches many farmers have faced
for the past couple of years. Some estimates suggest that we’ve lost $25 billion in
ag exports because of shipping challenges. Many of those losses occurred as
perishable agriculture products rotted at ports while empty containers left the U.S.
to be filled with goods elsewhere.
Before the pandemic, containers arrived from around the world full of goods
American consumers wanted and relied upon. Farmers, ranchers, and other
companies that needed to export their products would load them up before
sending them back to the port to be exported. But because of economic shocks
that have disrupted supply chains, the cost to ship a container has increased more
than 1000% since January of 2020. Instead of delivering food to consumers
around the world, it had to wait as shippers make more money by quickly sending
empty containers back to ports in Asia that would bring back consumer goods
rather than take the extra days to load agricultural products. While these shippers
get the privilege of calling on American ports and it might be best for their bottom
line, it can lead to disaster for many farms, ranchers, and other American
companies. It also further complicates an already strained global food supply.
Now, the Federal Maritime Commission can hold ocean shippers accountable and
help ensure that American consumers get the products they need from other
countries and that consumers worldwide get the food, fiber and fuel we work hard
to raise every day. We take pride in stocking America’s pantries and addressing
hunger around the globe, and this law will help us do both.
What’s important to recognize is how members of both parties set aside their
differences to deliver solutions for America’s farmers, ranchers, and consumers.
While farmers and ranchers bring most Americans around the table to share a
meal, agriculture also brings members of Congress to the table to find solutions.
During a time of incredible partisan division, we’re grateful that our elected
officials could see past their differences and put us on a path to solving one of the
issues we face. America needs more bipartisan cooperation, and hopefully, this
legislation was just the start.

WRITTEN BY:

Kiki Thorpe
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We hope that members of Congress can continue working together to solve many
other challenging issues facing farm country, from the lack of labor to water
infrastructure and the rising cost to farm. Their work on the Ocean Shipping
Reform Act has delivered the roadmap to bipartisan success. Farmers and
ranchers stand ready to join lawmakers at the table to develop solutions that work
for everyone.
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Vermont Breakfast on the Farm Returns with On-Farm Event
Nearly 2,000 people visited Gosliga Farm in Addison

Vermont Breakfast on the Farm
returned on July 16, after two
years of limited activity, welcoming
the public to Gosliga Farm in
Addison, Vermont. The event was
the first physical gathering for the
annual event since 2019, with
nearly 2,000 visitors enjoying a
local Vermont breakfast and then a
self-guided tour of the dairy farm
located in the Champlain Valley.
Since 2014, Vermont Breakfast on
the Farm has worked to connect
the public with hard-working dairy
farming families like the Gosligas –
who produce wholesome dairy,
care deeply for their cows, and
work to protect, maintain and
improve the working-landscapes of
Vermont.
“It’s great to have ‘Breakfast on
the Farm’ back. Vermonters love
their farms and their famers,”
explained Vermont Secretary of
Agriculture Anson Tebbetts.

“These listening and learning
events connect our hard-working
dairy farmers with their neighbors.
Thank you to the Gosliga family for
opening-up their farm to visitors so
hundreds of people could get closer
to the land and the cows. We
grateful for days like this in the
Green Mountains.”
The 2022 Breakfast on the Farm
event sold out this year for the first
time, with a record number of
people expressing interest in
enjoying a local Vermont-made
breakfast, and then engaging in an
educational walk around the farm,
learning what makes a Vermont
dairy farm tick. Breakfast included
parfaits with yogurt, granola, and
blueberries in addition to fresh
cider donuts, sausage, cheese, and
milk.
Thirteen educational stations
throughout the farm tour helped

visitors to learn about daily life on
the farm. Those stations included a
look at how calves are raised, what
cows eat, as well as how milk is
transported from the farm to the
store. Guests also saw how farmers
safeguard local waters like Lake
Champlain through the use of
protective cover crops, and toured
the free-stall-barns where they were
able to see everything from cows
giving birth to the foam mattresses
they sleep on.
The Gosliga Dairy Farm has been part
of the Addison, Vermont community
for more than 50 years, starting
small and building up to a large dairy
farm with 800 milking cows and
1,500 total livestock. In 2009, the
family was chosen as runner up for
Vermont Dairy Farm of the Year, an
award recognizing an overall
excellence in dairying, including
outstanding herd performance and
superior milk quality. Farms also are
SEE BREAKFAST ON THE FARM P. 8
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Breakast on the Farm
Continued from page 7
evaluated on crop production and
pasture quality, environmental
practices, financial management,
and involvement in the agricultural
community. The Gosligas have
always been focused on its public
service beyond feeding the
community; for many years the
family welcomed several city kids
through the Fresh Air Fund,
providing a country farm
experience and creating lasting
relationships that hold to this day.

The 2022 event followed two
seasons of virtual farm tours during
the coronavirus pandemic. These
tours were successful with an
average of 1,500 virtual attendees,
but the mission of Breakfast on the
Farm is always to bring people to
the farm and provide an enjoyable,
educational dairy farm experience.
Laura Hardie, Chair of the Vermont
Breakfast on the Farm volunteer
committee, said their goal this year
was to welcome the public “back to
the farm”.

“Our family is lucky enough to work
this farm every day. We want to
share that love and passion with
anyone who wants to come and see
it, feel it, and learn it,” said Jeff
Gosliga. “My wife Julia and our
whole family are thrilled to share
our farm with those who attended
Breakfast on the Farm today and
hope they come away with a feel
for why we do this and how much
we care about our animals and
land. We are proud to be Vermont
dairy farmers and hope our kids
can continue after us, providing
nutritious food for our community,
state, and region.”

“The pandemic forced the
committee to examine how we
could continue the important work
of educating the public about dairy
while still relating the sense of
visiting the farm,” said Hardie. “The
virtual tours were a wonderful
compromise and those who joined
them were enthusiastic, but nothing
will replace the experience of
seeing the animals up close and
rubbing a cow’s nose while learning
how Vermont dairy families like the
Gosligas work to feed us all, care
for their animals and protect the
environment. We are so glad to be
back!”
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Breakfast on the Farm is made
possible with the help of over 100
volunteers and by the generation
donations of agricultural businesses,
organizations, and brands including
Farm Credit East, Vermont Feed
Dealers & Manufacturers Association,
and Vermont Dairy Farmers.
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